A mom who adopted a baby from China tells this story. Her three-year-old was at day care when a toddler walked up to her and said, "Your eyes are different than mine."
It was a simple statement of fact. There's a huge diversity in God's family. Even little ones notice differences. This awareness of diversity in gender, race, ethnicity and abilities begins between ages two and five. By the time children come to Sunday school, they've already absorbed attitudes and biases from their family and society. Sooner or later in your classroom you will encounter statements that are not as innocent as the toddler's remark about differences. Some child will make a remark, and that remark will hurt another child.
When teachers and parents are silent, the biased attitudes will grow stronger. On the other hand, speaking up about the problem and teaching about diversity can break down the wall of prejudice. Here are some suggestions for helping you make your Sunday school a place where children experience the unbiased, unreserved love of Jesus and each other: tones, hair colors, and costumes in their artwork.
titudes. Discuss what's being said or implied, and point out the pain this can cause others.
ent skin colors, or use adaptive aids, or speak with an accent. Silence or embarrassment speaks louder than words. If you don't know the answer, say so and promise to investigate.
3. Teach about diversity. Use activities and discussion to build positive images so children value differences. Point out stereotypes in movies and media. Give kids opportunities to role-play how they would handle instances of discrimination or prejudice. Invite them to sign petitions or write letters to address wrongs.
